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After the conclusion of The Newcomes Thackeray and Doyle
appear to have seen little of each other, though a series of "Bird's-
eye Views of English Society" from Doyle's hand was published in
The Cornhill Magazine during Thackeray's editorship. Doyle's
later life was chiefly devoted to marine painting.

MRS. ELLIOT AND KATE PERRY

Among the eight children of James Perry (d. 1821), editor of
The Morning Chronicle from 1789 to 1819, were two inseparable
sisters, Jane and Kate. It was not long after Jane married Thomas
Frederick Elliot (1808-1880) that Kate joined the new household
at 37 Chesham Place, Belgrave Square. Elliot, who was the sixth
son of Hugo Elliot, Governor of Madras, and the nephew of
Gilbert Elliot, first Earl of Minto, had entered the Colonial Office
in 1825. In 1840 he received his first important post, the chairman-
ship of a board of advice and management over colonial land and
emigration, and in 1847 he was appointed Assistant Under-Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, a position he held until his retire-
ment in 1868. He was made a K. C. M. G. in 1869. Until his
wife's death at least, he had a place in society much more than
commensurate with his not overly prominent official status, and for
this he had his lively sister-in-law chiefly to thank. Landseer had
proposed to her when she was twenty,80 but she refused him and
all other suitors because of her uncertain health. Growing stronger
as she grew older and having no household cares, she devoted her
energies to society, in which she acquired a host of friends and
acquaintances.

Miss Perry first met Thackeray at Brighton in 1846, where she
was staying with an older brother.

Mr. Thackeray and I [she writes] went through no gradations of
growth in our friendship, it was more like Jack's bean stalk in a panto-
mime, which rushed up sky high without culture; and, thank God, so
remained till his most sad and sudden end. ... he brought his morn-
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